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began to think of him as a man qualified by his gifts
for an even higher position. Surely, they argued, a man
with such profound knowledge of history and law was
just the sort of man needed to help govern the country.
So the idea grew until in September, 1910, the Demo-
cratic party offered to nominate him as their candidate
in the coming election for Governor of the State of New
Jersey.

As a matter of fact, this offer came just at the right
moment. AS president of Princeton, Woodrow Wilson
had set on foot many reforms in the educational and
social life of the students. These reforms had met with
much opposition from various quarters, and now he
gladly seized this chance to resign the presidency and
enter upon the wider life of real politics instead of merely
lecturing about it. Accordingly, he agreed to stand, and
in ^ due course he won the election and became the
Governor of New Jersey.

So the college professor became a politician, and he
quickly proved himself to be a very able one into the
bargain. Like Theodore Roosevelt he soon made it
plain that he had no intention of being the servant of
the party bosses, but was going to fulfil to the best of
his ability all the promises he had made in his election
speeches. With this object many bills were presented
to and passed through the State Senate and Assembly,
the object of which was to reform the political life of the
State and protect the public against the Trusts, very
much as Theodore Roosevelt had striven in a larger
sphere to bring about similar results.

More than most men's, Woodrow Wilson's rise to